
 
 
 

 The heart of the Chargers’  12th man!  

   
 
 
 
 

Goodbye 2006 – a record year for Bol t Pride! 
 
Goodbye to the 2006 season.  The ending was shocking and very painful.  This was not the ending 
that we dreamt in our minds and felt in our hearts.  2006 was a magical season.  This was our year.  
We were witness to an amazing display of football that had never been seen before – by Charger fans 
or anyone else ever!  Records were broken left and right.  L.T. was simply L.T. – the best running 
back in NFL history – and best of all he belonged to us!  Our team was the talk of the NFL.  We were 
undefeated at home for the first time in team history.  We had 9 players selected to the Pro Bowl.  It 
seemed that no challenge could stop us and that we were destined for our first Super Bowl 
championship.  We rose so high that we could actually see the mountain top, and it was a beautiful 
sight to see.  But then the unthinkable happened – the party train derailed into a massive wreck short 
of our destination.  It was all a blur.  The season was gone.  We were in total shock.  The excitement of 
a magical season turned to deep heartache – the kind of pain that only diehard Charger fans can feel. 
 
But we are Bolt Pride- the heart of Chargers 12th man!  The pain is only momentary.  The Bolt Pride 
cannot be stopped.  Like our Chargers, the Bolt Pride continued to rise to new heights in 2006.  This 
was also a magical season for the Bolt Pride … 
 
New ground zero and Chargers’ Tai lgater of  the Week – long before the start of the preseason, the 
Chargers announced new parking changes for 2006 that affected everyone and caused many tailgate 
parties to be displaced - including the Bolt Pride.  There was a lot of concern in the family about 
keeping the Bolt Pride party together.  Parking section A4 had been our one and only home.  Little 
did we know that the Bolt Pride was in for an extreme home make-over.  We relocated the Bolt Pride 
ground zero to parking section P4 and opened the door for many more opportunities, including an 
area for Bolt Pride A ll-Pro DJ’s and the occasional live band.  More on this later.  We also welcomed 
many extended Bolt Pride family members who were displaced from their long-time parking areas.  
The Bolt Pride party simply got bigger and bigger.  P4 was the place to be.  Picking up in 2006 where 
we left off in 2005, the Bolt Pride began the 2006 season as the Chargers’ Tailgater of the Week for the 
home opener vs. the Titans.  Visit the Schedule page for pictures of the award.  A in’t no party like a 
Bolt Pride party, and it’s a beautiful thing. 
 
Casa de Pico – authentic chips and salsa from Casa de Pico restaurant have been a signature item in 
the Bolt Pride party from the very beginning.  Anything else is simply imitation.  But it never 
occurred to us to have Casa de Pico as a Bolt Pride sponsor – until 2006.  Now everyone can visit 
Casa de Pico and enjoy the Bolt Pride experience year-round.  Look for the Casa de Pico coupon on 
our Sponsors page.  We also kicked off the 2006 season with a Bolt Pride reception at Casa de Pico.  
It’s always great to bring the family together for food, football and a great time – Bolt Pride style!  
This was the start of a new Bolt Pride tradition.  Stay tuned for the next Bolt Pride reception to 
kick-off the 2007 season. 
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Al l -Pro DJ’s – a tailgate party DJ is nothing new for the Bolt Pride.  For several years, an opening day 
DJ has been the tradition in the Bolt Pride house, and we’ve also had DJ’s who have stepped up for 
various games, especially prime-time games.  However, 2006 was off the hook.  This year the 
Bolt Pride was blessed with a season-long DJ parade – a different DJ for each regular season game.  
We’re calling it the Bolt Pride A ll-Pro DJ series – and it was a beautiful thing!  The tunes just kept 
coming, and the Bolt Pride family just kept dancing.  The Bolt Pride tailgates are like a small piece of 
heaven for the Bolt Pride family – a place where we can truly appreciate life, and the A ll-Pro DJ’s 
were a perfect addition.  Stay tuned for the A ll-Pro DJ page.  Very, very special thanks to our 2006 
A ll-Pro DJ’s: 

 DJ Dan 
 DJ Sound Express 
 DJ Hector 
 DJ Jamal & Jade Entertainment 
 Bolt Pride Backyard Sound Machine – A Brown Side of the Moon Production 

 
Worldwide Bol t Pride – for the Bolt Pride family the words “ Bolt”  and “ Pride”  together say it all.  
We are Bolt Pride, and we live the Bolt Pride experience.  But Bolt Pride is not limited to only a few, 
and we don’t have a membership fee.  We welcome everyone who appreciates and respects what 
Bolt Pride is all about, and in 2006 the worldwide Bolt Pride family simply blew up!  The Bolt Pride 
family continued to grow across the country and around the world.  Many new members joined the 
Bolt Pride Yahoo group, and others made the journey directly to the Bolt Pride tailgate party.  It’s 
always a pleasure to meet other Charger fans, and this year we met first-timers from Florida, 
New Jersey, Canada and Ireland.  We were also surprised by cousins from Mexico City, and we’re 
expecting Italy to visit in 2007.  Bolt Pride is also represented in the Army – with Frankie serving our 
country in Iraq (may God bless you my brother) and the A ir Force.  Add in previous Bolt Pride 
visitors from Arizona, Nevada, Iowa, Indiana, Pennsylvania and A laska – and it’s clear to see that the 
Bolt Pride is for real – this is all very humbling given that the Bolt Pride began with only 4 Charger 
season-ticket holders.  If you ever have a chance, we invite you to visit the Bolt Pride tailgate party 
and introduce yourself.  We look forward to meeting you. 
 
Bol t Pride in the Communi ty – in 2006, the Bolt Pride achieved a significant accomplishment by 
helping to raise funds for youth education through the sale of Bolt Pride shirts for men and women 
exclusively through the Sports Palace in Mission Valley.  The funds were generated for the benefit of 
Kassim Osgood’s Team K.O. program through the Athletes for Education foundation.  The 
immediate Bolt Pride family (including L.T. and other Charger players) has enjoyed the Bolt Pride 
gear for many years and represented proudly, but this was the first time that the Bolt Pride gear 
became available to the general public.  Charger football, family and great times are important to the 
Bolt Pride, but the Bolt Pride has generated a worldwide following and the time has come for the 
Bolt Pride to support a cause in the community.  An investment in the education of our youth seems 
like the perfect cause, and the Bolt Pride is proud to support it.  
 
Pablo Gomez - Pablo is a Charger fan and part of the extended Bolt Pride family.  On January 4, 2006, 
Pablo – only 26 years old, was involved in a police altercation after watching the Rose Bowl w ith 
friends in the Gaslamp Quarter downtown.  Unfortunately, he was knocked unconscious, suffered a 
severe brain injury, and found himself in a chemically induced coma.  Throughout 2006, Pablo faced 
a very difficult rehabilitation simply to regain basic life functions, and his parents were financially 
challenged to care for their son.  Proudly, the Bolt Pride family stepped up to help one of our own.  
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The Bolt Pride held a raffle of Charger items and raised over $5,000 for Pablo and the Gomez family.  
This was a proud achievement for the Bolt Pride.  Special thanks to all supporters, volunteers and 
contributors, especially the Chargers organization.  Footnote – Pablo continues his fight for recovery.  
Late in the 2006 season, Pablo attended a Charger home game – although he was wheelchair-bound 
and needed the aid of his father.  During the game, the scoreboard read, “ The Chargers welcome 
Pablo Gomez.”   What a special moment. 
 
M ichael ’s Pub and Vegas V – Wow, has it really been 5 years?  Vegas I seems like only yesterday – 
but that was 2002.  In 2006, the Bolt Pride made its 5th annual run to Michael’s Pub in Vegas.  Over 
100 Bolt Pride family members made their way by land and air for the biggest party yet - a Bolt Pride 
family reunion.  It was wall-to-wall Charger fans - a w ild collision of Bolt Pride East and West.  
Michael’s Pub was the place to be.  Just ask anyone who was there.  Michael’s Pub is the Bolt Pride 
home in Vegas.  It’s Bolt Pride East, and it’s always good to visit w ith the Vegas family.  Can’t visit 
Vegas without stopping to say hello.  Special thanks to Vegas Rick, Elaine, Psycho, the Pit Crew and 
all our friends at Michael’s Pub.  See you in late September/ early October for Vegas VI.  We’ll see in 
April what the NFL schedule makers have for us.  We can’t wait! 
 
The Grand f inale wi th Way Cool  Jr.! – January 14, 2007, AFC Divisional Playoff Game – Chargers vs. 
Patriots.  Our team, our house.  The Bolt Pride was ready, and then some.  We didn’t know it at that 
time, but this was the grand finale for the 2006 season.  2006 had been a wild ride, and Bolt Pride 
finished it w ith the “ mother of all tailgate parties” !  The day began with business as usual.  Everyone 
arrived when the gates opened at 8 am and quickly began to set-up the Bolt Pride ground zero.  
Canopies went up.  Tables and chairs were laid out.  Grills were fired up – including the stainless 
steel, 5-burner grill sponsored by Barbecues Galore in La Mesa.  Bolt Pride flags and banners were 
hung.  The Highway 55 and Bolt Pride Drive crossing-street signs were raised.  A lightning bolt ice 
sculpture was set-up, courtesy of Josue (proud owner of the Bolt Pride car).  The tequila shots are poured 
into the top of the bolt, and ice cold tequila is enjoyed at the base of the bolt – delicious!  
DJ Sound Express was the opening act, and he opened the party w ith a classic blast from the NFL 
Films CD The Power and the Glory.  Much respect goes out to Mr. DJ Sound Express who provided the 
musical love for the Bolt Pride party at 4 different home games, including 1 in the preseason just to 
get it warmed up!  Then came the headliners … the house band … the 80’s metal tribute band … live 
on stage … we’re talking about Way Cool Jr.!  We turned back the clock to the 1980’s, and 
Way Cool Jr. came out firing – Bolt Pride style!  This was Bolt Pride at its finest.  A  live band 
performing on stage in the Bolt Pride tailgate for the first time in Bolt Pride history!  That sounds so 
outrageous that I need to repeat it ... a live band performing on stage for the first time in Bolt Pride 
history!  And it wasn’t just any band – it was Way Cool Jr. getting the Bolt Pride fired up for the 
playoff game.  This was a playoff Bolt Pride party, and the Bolt Pride took it to another level.  Very, 
very special thanks to Way Cool Jr. – they’re now officially honorary Bolt Pride members.  Visit 
www.waycooljr.net to learn more about Way Cool Jr. and their upcoming performances, including 
performances at Cane’s Bar & Grill in Mission Beach.  A lso, special thanks to those who sponsored 
and supported the band’s performance, including: 

 Vegas Rick of Michael’s Pub, Las Vegas 
 Denise Doyle of San Diego Stage and Lighting 
 Rhino Construction 

The grand Bolt Pride finale ended at noon when it was time to tear down and get ready for the game, 
but the memories will last forever.  Visit the Schedule page to see video of this historic day in the 
history of Bolt Pride. 
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M any, many thanks! – The Bolt Pride experience is made possible by the many talents and 
contributions of the many, many members of the extended Bolt Pride family – both near and far.  It’s 
impossible to identify everyone, but you know who you are.  Thank you for everything you do to 
support and represent the Bolt Pride each and every day.  Special thanks also go out to the following: 
 

 L.T. and the many Charger players who support the Bolt Pride.  We will always be there for 
the team. 

 Mr. Dean Spanos, Mr. Jim Steeg and our many Bolt Pride friends in the San Diego Chargers 
organization.  We appreciate your support of Bolt Pride.  You have our commitment that the 
Bolt Pride will always represent our team and our town with class. 

 Bears Ron of Spanky’s Portable Services.  The Bolt Pride family is grateful for your friendship 
and support.  The Bolt Pride party would not be the same without Spanky’s. 

 Scotty, B.R., Marty, Sensitive Sykes and friends from XX Sports Radio 1090 AM.  You can 
always count on the Bolt Pride. 

 Todd Tobias, author of Charging Through the AFL – Chargers in the 1960’s and Bombs Away! 
– A ir Coryell and the San Diego Chargers.  Thanks for including the Bolt Pride in your special 
books. 

 Joe Cahn, Commissioner of Tailgating.  Thanks for your return visit to the Bolt Pride in 2006.  
You’re always welcome in the Bolt Pride house.  See you again soon. 

 Glorify, Pointy, Rayo, Drunk and our many friends in the Glorify the Past (GTP).  GTP and the 
Bolt Pride – separated at birth. 

 Bolt Pride Webmaster.  Thanks for sharing the Bolt Pride experience with the world. 
 A ll the many families that make up the Bolt Pride.  You have our love and respect. 
 Bolt Pride soldiers in the house!!!!  Enough said. 
 Grill Master, Validivia and Tirado – my 4-man corps brothers. 
 My wife (Mrs. A lvarez) and daughter Little Coach Natalie.  Thanks for your understanding 

and support.  You are my strength. 
 
That’s it … that’s the magical story of the Bolt Pride in 2006.  There is only one Bolt Pride and only 
one Bolt Pride experience.  More importantly, I’m always proud to say that “ it’s the people who make 
Bolt Pride what it is today – and it’s a beautiful thing!”   Once upon a time in 1992 there were 4 
original Bolt Pride Charger season-ticket holders (the 4-man corps), but today the Bolt Pride is a 
worldwide family.  A lways remember what Bolt Pride is all about.  Bolt Pride is about a passion for 
the Chargers.  Bolt Pride is about family.  Bolt Pride is about respect.  And Bolt Pride is about having 
a great time!  May God bless you and yours wherever you may be.  Until we see each other again in 
2007, keep representing the Bolt Pride and go CHARGERS!!!!! 
 
Bolt Pride forever, 
 
#1 A lvarez 
Bolt Pride Founder and Ringleader 


